An immunofluorescence technique for staining ciliated protozoans: highlighting cytoplasmic microtubular arrays and stages of micronuclear meiosis.
Ciliated protozoans represent useful organisms for studying the processes involved in the induction and progression of meiosis. In this short report we describe a technique that has allowed us to examine different meiosis phases during the sexual reproduction of Blepharisma japonicum. In order to visualize the phases of meiosis, sexually reproducing pairs were stained by an enhanced technique of anti-tubuline indirect immunofluorescence. Meiotic micronuclei, particularly those showing metaphase spindles, were clearly highlighted. The technique also heavily decorates the main microtubular cytoplasmic arrays in Blepharisma.